Advanced Placement English 12

Summer Reading/DRHS 2014-2015
Welcome to an exciting summer of reading and writing.  We hope that as a new year begins each of you will embrace the philosophy of learning, not just to get good grades, but to enhance your awareness of the world around you and to help you make important decisions about your goals, beliefs, and values.  Our studies will cover the technical aspects of writing and the critical analysis of a variety of genres.  Even if you do not like a particular work, we promise you that everything we read will have value.  Make it your job to get everything you can out of a piece of literature.  Don’t just read for plot; immerse yourself in the text and evaluate it from all angles.  This is what is required of the AP student and certainly on the AP exam. Many reputable study aides exist on the internet and in print (such as sparknotes). After reading the books, it may be helpful to consult these sources if you have questions, but please do not use these aides instead of reading the books. For the following titles, keep a journal; these will likely come in handy on future quizzes and tests. We will not grade the journals separately as part of the summer reading assessment.  We will teach these books during the course of the year.  You will undoubtedly need to reread them, which IS a good thing.


1.
The Kite Runner    by  Khaled Hosseini
2.
Tess of the D’Urbervilles  by Thomas Hardy
Although these titles are readily available in the library, we suggest you purchase your books so that you may highlight and make notes in the margins. Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they choose their summer reading books.  All of these books may be found in the public library. 
For Tess of the D’Urbervilles, we would like for you to complete an attached Major Works Data Sheet.  When we have returned to school and you have been issued a laptop, this document must be completed electronically and submitted to turnitin.com.  While we are not opposed to you visiting reputable websites to enhance your comprehension of a particular work, we are opposed to the use of their words, or your classmates’, for the completion of this document.  The rubric is attached.
We will keep a folder of the major works we cover during the course of the year, and each of you will begin with this first MWDS on Tess of the D’Urbervilles which will count as a test grade.  For a class work grade, please visit the website below and compile a list of the works you have read:  http://homepage.mac.com/mseffie/AP/APtitles.html .  Both assignments are due the second week of school.  Don’t procrastinate.  Put yourself on a reading schedule now and stick to it.  We are looking forward to meeting you in September! If you have any questions, please contact one of us:
Mrs. Debi Coleman---dfcolema@henrico.k12.va.us
Mrs. Julie Counts---jvcounts@henrico.k12.va.us
Mrs. Julie Skinner---jgskinner@henrico.k12.va.us
Major Works Data Sheet

Your Name____________________


Title______________________ ___

Author________________________


How many times on AP test?______
Biographical information about the author:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A brief overview of the historical period of the author’s life.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List four major conflicts in the work and provide a brief plot summary. (blank vs. blank)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Choose five short, memorable quotes and discuss their significance to the themes of the work. Include page numbers.  Do not merely paraphrase the quote.  You must tie it to meaning.

1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________4.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

List the major characters and complete the following chart.

Name                   Role in Story                   Significance                          Adjectives

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Describe the setting.  (Time, place(s), time span, society of the time)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Identify three symbols and explain their meaning.

1.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Discuss possible themes.  (at least two)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Personal feedback:  (What did you like? Not like? What was the difficulty level of the work? Did you connect with the text personally in any way?)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Major Works Data Sheet

Evaluation Rubric

AP English





Student_______________________

Mrs. Coleman





Block_________________________

Mrs. Counts

Mrs. Skinner

Tess of the D’Urbervilles

Biographical Information of Author (5 points)




______

Overview of Historical Period of Author’s Life (5 points)



______

Three Major Conflicts with Plot Summary (15 points)



______

Five Memorable Quotes and Significance (25 points)



______

Major Characters/Roles/Significance/Adjectives (15 points)



______

Description of Setting (5 points)






______

Two Symbols and Explanation of Meaning (10 points)



______

Discussion of Themes (15 points)






______

Personal Response (5 points)

TOTAL FOR MAJOR WORKS DATA SHEET




______

